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What has a German monk got to do with the Australian 
bush? More than you might realise!

Five hundred years ago this October Martin Luther nailed his 
95 Theses to a door in Wittenberg, beginning the Protestant 
Reformation. Later generations summarised the Reformation 
message using five solas – from the Latin wording meaning 
‘alone’. Bush Church Aid stands humbly in this Reformation 
heritage, believing it to be firmly grounded in Scripture. We 
want that commitment to be about more than slogans, so let 
me suggest how these five convictions might be lived out in a 
mission society like ours:

We do mission by Scripture alone when we trust in 
the power of God’s word to change lives and transform 
communities. This frees us from trying to make changes by 
cleverness or force of personality.

We do mission by faith alone when we bring our hopes and 
fears to God in prayer. This frees us from imagining the future 
belongs to us and our own worthiness.

We do mission by grace alone when we are confident 
that God’s generosity will motivate people to be generous in 
response. This frees us from manipulation and desperation.

We do mission for Christ alone when we long to see people 
trust Him as Lord and Saviour. This frees us from worrying about 
the survival of an institution or organisation.

We do mission for the glory of God alone when we are 
content for our service to be noticed by Him and no-one else. 
This frees us from captivity to popularity and reputation.

In this edition of The Real Australian you’ll come across BCA 
Field Staff who are living out these convictions. May you be 
encouraged to go ‘sola’ wherever God has called you to mission, 
so that together we might go the distance to reach Australia  
for Christ.

Mark Short
National Director

Editorial
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Serving in Katherine – one year on

In their first year as Field Staff in 
Katherine, Kristan and Kathryn Slack 
have experienced the highs and 
lows of bush ministry but with many 
opportunities and answers to prayer. 
Kristan continues…

When we came to Katherine one year ago 
my plan was simple – preach God’s word, 
lead His people, make connections in the 
community and figure out how to reach 
them with the gospel. One year on, my plan 
remains the same.

Christianity Explored
Recently we ran Christianity Explored over 
seven weeks in our Sunday services. We 
thought it would be a way of connecting 
people in the community who were 
interested in Jesus, and publicised the course 
in the local paper and on Facebook.

We had a few outsiders turn up the first 
week but not return. That’s ok because 
running the course made the church more 
visible. Normally Christianity Explored has 
Q&A time. This was too difficult in a big 
congregation so we put paper and pens 
around the church and a box in the back. 
I invited questions and tried to respond 
each week from the front. That proved so 
successful that we’ve kept it going since  
the course.

The best thing about this new Q&A 

is the story of an older gentleman who 
wouldn’t identify as a Christian but comes 
to church after a spiritual experience years 
ago. He’s always asking questions, thinking 
and reading. I chatted with him after the 
series and talked through some of his 
questions. He found the Q&A really helpful 
and continues to think through Christianity.

A growing church
Through the second half of last year we 
were racking our brains on how to reach 
families in our town. Katherine has a 

high demographic of 
young families but 
most are not church 
going. We thought 
if we did something 
on the RAAF base or 
in the community we 
had nothing at church 
to offer families. We 
decided to put our 
energy into building up 
our kids program.

Before we came to Katherine the Sunday 
School here consisted of one six year old. 
In our efforts to build up the program, 
four people volunteered to teach and five 
volunteered to help.

God answered our prayer for a Christian 
family to join our church and we thank 
you for praying with us through the Prayer 
Notes. He sent a new RAAF chaplain and his 
family. In the past chaplains didn’t come into 
town for church. The two new chaplains 
are committed to worshipping in Katherine. 
We’ve also had an American family join 
us from the base. It suddenly meant we 
regularly have five more kids. Then there are 
some Indigenous families who come and 
go. There is now much more momentum 
and we have a program which can have up 
to 15 kids.
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In the media
When the new editor started at The 
Katherine Times I thought I’d pop in and 
say g’day. He told me he was a Christian 
but doesn’t attend church in Katherine 
because his wife teaches in Darwin and he 
goes there on weekends. Three months 
later I asked if he’d cover a welcome service 
at the RAAF base and our church’s 60th 
anniversary – he said yes. 
He then asked me to write a 
regular column. I now write a 
200 word article every week 
which goes online and in the 
newspaper’s Facebook feed.

It has been a challenge to 
write for a secular audience and 
get them to read it. I’ve written 
columns on grace, Jesus and 
Donald Trump, the Easter bunny 
and Santa Claus, Neighbour 
Day and domestic violence. People who are 
reading, commenting or liking don’t attend 
my church. It’s a great opportunity to share the 
gospel with a wider audience.

Recently I wrote a column linked to a 
piece of graffiti on the Katherine Bridge 

that says Jesus loves nachos. So I asked the 
question – Does Jesus love nachos? I said 
that Jesus liked God’s good things – he liked 
eating, he liked different ethnicities and 
nachos are Mexican so he’d love nachos. I 
concluded with “More than nachos, Jesus 
loves you”. ABC Radio Darwin got hold of 
my column and interviewed me on their 
breakfast program. I didn’t expect it to go 

past the town! If you’d like to 
listen to the interview you can 
Google Jesus loves nachos  
ABC Darwin.

We have really settled in here 
and love the outdoors lifestyle. 
Kath and the boys have made 
strong friendships (another 
answer to prayer) and I’ve had 
good feedback on my services. 
Ladies in our church have even 
offered to babysit – that was 

when we really felt like we’d become part of 
the church. God is using our presence here 
to do His thing.

Kristan Slack

Serving in Katherine – one year on
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Sunday School
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Preparing the ground for people to 
explore life, meaning and purpose 
in Jesus’ world takes time. Over the 
last five years we have developed 
relationships with many people on 
Kangaroo Island. 

It is a wonderful community where you 
grow to know the faces of most people 
(there are only 4500 people on the Island) 
and quickly embrace community life. Our 
mainly music program filled a void in 
the lives of many families with preschool 
children. It may be called mainly music, but 
it functions more like an extended 
family where people are included 
and cared for.

This year the time was ripe for 
taking the next step with our family 
and friends. After praying and 
seeking God we came to believe 
that the Alpha Course was the  
best tool for sharing more of Jesus 
in our situation.

We prayed as a church for our friends 
and family for about six weeks. Then, 
using Alpha’s off-the-shelf advertisements 
and downloadable resources, we began 
advertising at our mainly music sessions and 
Sunday services. This culminated in playing 
some thought-provoking advertisements at 
our Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday 
family activities and services. During the 
advertising process we had many positive 
conversations in person and online about 
faith and the course. It was really helpful to 
chat with some people who wanted to ask 
questions but were not ready to undertake 
a whole course. Those conversations have 
led to opportunities over coffee and even a 
pastoral visit offering hope in the face  
of loss.

After our personal invitations to people 
and prayerful advertising campaign we 
gathered two groups who were keen 
to discover more about Jesus, life and 
God. We have some people who were 
regularly attending church, some who 
haven’t been in years and some who have 
never been. Our Monday evening group 
enjoys wine, cheese and dessert, while 
the Wednesday lunch group partakes 
in yummy soup prior to the videos and 
discussion. There have been laughs, tears 
and real relationships developing between 
everyone involved in Alpha.

One of the joys in running the Alpha 
Course is the forum it provides to discuss 
some of the misconceptions people have 
around faith. So far during Alpha we 
have had many constructive conversations 
and clarified the Biblical position on sin 
and forgiveness. We have engaged with 
thoughts and discussions around the life 
and work of Jesus, the evidence for Biblical 
accuracy, the Trinity, and the place of evil 
and suffering in a good world created by 
a good God. At the time of writing, the 
course has not yet finished and we pray that 
God will further open eyes and hearts to see 
Him and receive Him as He is.

Brad Henley

Exploring life, meaning and purpose  
in Jesus’ world

Bear Grylls shares his personal story of finding a simple faith at 
alpha.org.au

6 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



Five months since the Remembrance Day 
‘mini tornado’ left a trail of destruction 
in Mildura and Red Cliffs, the RENEW 
community shop has finally reopened.

RENEW, an initiative of the Anglican Parish 
of Sunraysia South, aims to make a positive 
contribution to the physical, social and 
spiritual needs of people in the local area.

The hail damage from the November 
2016 storm was so extensive 
that the roof of the shop was 
rendered unsafe.

“It has been a real challenge 
being closed for five months,” 
says BCA Field Staff Dale 
Barclay. “We love being involved 
in our community and the 
closure really affected this part 
of our outreach. Community 
members who came in for a 
chat were unable to do so and the closure 
also made things financially challenging.”

After a drawn out insurance process, the 
shop was repaired ready for its re-opening 
in late April. “We were so grateful for 
our amazing volunteers who moved the 
contents of the shop out and back in after 
the repairs occurred. We also had several 

working bees to get RENEW ready for its 
official re-opening.”

RENEW relies on donations. Dale and 
the team have been blown away by the 
generosity of the community in the past and 
again now that the shop has reopened.

“For a small op shop, RENEW has 
made a great impact on the community, 
so when the November storm closed us 
down for five months we were unsure if 

we would ever be able to build 
up the relationship with our 
customers again,” says RENEW 
volunteer Rosemary Drewitt. 
“Since the day we reopened 
a large number of people 
have come in to say we were 
missed and welcome us back. 
We try to be a helping hand to 
our small community not only 
by supplying clothing at very 

reasonable prices but also by being that 
friendly smile and supportive shoulder to 
those who come in seeking our help. We 
praise God for the opportunity we have 
through RENEW to service the community in 
His name.”

Janine van den Tillaart

Community welcomes  
RENEW re-opening

We praise God for 
the opportunity 
we have through 
RENEW to service 
the community in 
His name

Dale Barclay in delighted that RENEW has reopened for business. Photo: Sunraysia Daily
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Halfway between New Caledonia and New Zealand, Norfolk 
Island is one of Australia’s most geographically isolated 
and oldest territories. Polynesians discovered and then 
mysteriously abandoned the Island around the time New 
Zealand was being settled. 

Next on the scene was Captain Cook, who 
noted the towering Norfolk pines and 
described the Island as ‘paradise’. High 
praise indeed, from a seafarer who spent 
time in Tahiti, Hawaii and many other 
famously pretty places. After becoming a 
British possession (with many impressive 
and intact convict ruins to prove it), Norfolk 
was finally settled by the descendants of the 
mutiny on The Bounty, together with their 
Tahitian wives. Under the leadership of John 
Adams, with only a Bible and a Book of 
Common Prayer, the community developed 
a noted piety and commitment to Christ that 

was unparalleled in the South Pacific. For most of the period after 
settlement, the community on Norfolk Island was overwhelmingly 
Christian in character and conviction. This began to change with 
the arrival of settlers from Australia and New Zealand and the more 
recent influence of secularism.

Crystal, the kids and I moved to Norfolk Island in February 2015. 
Bush Church Aid was delighted to be again supporting  
ministry on Norfolk Island after a break of some five years (BCA 
previously supported ministry on the Island with Field Staff Rod and 
Christene Oldfield).

Before we arrived there were few kids in any church, in any 
denomination on the Island. The challenges to provide effective 
ministry for the Church of England on Norfolk Island (as the 
Anglican Church here is known) are immense. But in early April a 
new chapter began when youth minister, Jonathon (Jono) Thomas 
moved to the Island.

The five churches on Norfolk – Church of England, Seventh-
day Adventist, Uniting, Roman Catholic and All Nations – have 
partnered to employ Jono as a part-time Children’s and Youth 
Minister to reach the young people of Norfolk Island.

Jono has been passionate about kids’ and youth ministry ever 
since his conversion during high school. After studying Mechatronic 
Engineering in Sydney, and working in that field for a few years, he 
then studied Theology. Jono spent two years in Tasmania doing kids’ 

A taste of heaven on Norfolk Island

Anna and Jono
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and youth ministry in Anglican churches after graduating from 
Moore College. When Jono saw my advertisement on Facebook, 
he applied for the position, and hasn’t looked back!

Jono and his wife Anna are still getting used to the different 
way of life on the Island. “Norfolk is 1400 kilometres east off the 
coast of Australia, completely remote and isolated. This has created 
friendly people within a tightly knit community, where you really 
get to know one another,” says Jono. “Norfolk’s remoteness also 
creates some challenges. Resources are very limited, and it’s almost 
impossible to get time away from the mission field, but in our 
downtime, we love fishing and growing our own vegies”.

Like many rural areas, young people move away to study and 
expand their horizons. Nevertheless, there is a huge mission field 
on Norfolk – the under 18s number approximately 300 out of the 
1800 strong population. Many kids come from broken families who 
have little contact with church.

Among other things, Jono runs a kids’ club and youth 
group. “I want to make these two groups ‘a taste of heaven’ 
– because Jesus makes a difference,” says Jono. Both groups 
have leadership teams made up of faithful saints from all five 
churches. These leaders are passionate about reaching the Island 
for Christ. In these groups the leaders share both the gospel and 
their lives through community-building activities and Bible talks. 
“Apart from these groups, there is not much opportunity for our 
young people to hear about Jesus and be challenged to follow 
Him so we’d appreciate all your prayers,” says Jono.

David Fell

A taste of heaven on Norfolk Island

I want to make 
these two groups 
‘a taste of 
heaven’ – because 
Jesus makes a 
difference

Jono talks to the kids in the morning service at St Barnabas Chapel on Norfolk Island
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During my first six months in Darwin I have been greatly 
encouraged to meet the faithful Christians who have taught 
RE (Scripture) in schools for decades. I’d like you to meet 
Annette Bailey, who came to Darwin 50 years ago with 
Bush Church Aid. This is her story of faithful service.

“Mum, this is our Jesus lady!” – these were the words spoken 
by a primary student as she introduced Annette to her mother in 
the supermarket. This introduction has often been used by kids 
from the twelve schools Annette has taught RE in over the past 
50 years.

It all started in 1967 as part of her BCA Grant-in-Aid position 
as resident nurse at Carpentaria College in Darwin. Annette had 
worked in the BCA office from the age of sixteen and studied 
nursing and infant welfare when God called her to work in the 
Northern Territory. “I had to teach the children to swim in the 
summer among a whole range of other things,” says Annette. 
“One of these was to teach RE at Nightcliff and Rapid Creek 
Primary schools.”

“Summer? Miss, what’s summer?” And even funnier: 
“Autumn. What’s that?” Annette’s first days at Nightcliff Primary 
made her aware of the need to adapt handbooks written down 
south and learn about Darwin’s wet and dry seasons. The love 
God gave her for the kids, and the relationships she formed  
with them as she shared God’s word, began to play a large part 
in her life.

From those early days, Annette became active on the RE 
scene in Darwin and around the Northern Territory. As her kids 
grew, she gave her time at more schools. When the churches in 
Darwin organised RE through the Darwin Council for Christian 
Education in Schools, Annette became the northern suburbs 
coordinator. This role saw her extend her reach to outlying areas. 
“We’d always leave two weeks each term to do special events 
in rural areas, even travelling to Groote Eylandt and Nhulunbuy,” 
she says.

Annette has gone above and beyond in her commitment to 
the gospel and families in her care. She ensured that her jobs as 
a Palliative Care Pastoral Care Worker and Chaplain at Kormilda 
College fit in around her RE classes at Nightcliff Primary. An 
added incentive to keep teaching came when her grandchildren 
became students at the school! 2017 marks Annette’s 50th year 
teaching at Nightcliff Primary. Although she had to miss first 
term this year due to surgery interstate, Annette returned in 
term two and taught her classes in years three, four, five and six!

Fifty years of faithful service

I am grateful for 
God’s grace that 
has enabled this 
ministry over  
the years
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“Over the years one of my constant prayers has been for help 
to teach the gospel in Darwin,” says Annette. Because of the 
transient nature of life in Darwin (people usually stay less than 
two years) it has been a struggle to find helpers. But Annette 
has seen God provide at the right time. As she retired from 
teaching at some schools, God provided workers in Margaret 
and Roy Headley. When BCA Field Staff Bruce Chapman arrived 
in 2008 and began to work at Nightcliff Primary, Annette was 
filled with joy to see growth in gospel workers in schools.  
“That you are here now Topher, is an answer to many prayers,” 
says Annette.

Annette’s humble heart shines through as she considers her 
service to so many kids over the past 50 years. “I don’t think 
there was anything particular that kept me going,” she says. 
“The Holy Spirit is working in us all the time, and we follow 
His lead… I am grateful for God’s grace that has enabled this 
ministry over the years.”

Topher Hallyburton

Fifty years of faithful service

BCA Field Staff Topher Hallyburton with faithful RE teacher Annette Bailey
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Every person was created to build the 
Kingdom of God. Many young people 
have a deep desire to use their time, 
gifts and passions to make some impact 
on the world – to do something outside 
themselves. The Roadie 
is all about harnessing this 
energy and potential in our 
young people by introducing 
them to some of the needs 
of ministry outside Sydney. 
It helps them think through 
what it would look like to 
give months or even years 
doing ministry in less  
reached and resourced parts 
of Australia.

The Roadie is a ministry of Soul 
Survivor, supported by Bush Church Aid. It 
takes youth and young adults to the North 
Coast of New South Wales. God has given 
each of these young people unique gifts 
and talents that He would love them to use 
to reach Australia for Christ. The Roadie is 
about helping them see that.

We see The Roadie as being an amazing 

way to give youth and young adults great 
insight into what regional ministry could 
look like for them. It’s a chance to taste test 
it for a week and meet others who have 
followed Christ.

The second Roadie took 
place from 1–4 July this year 
travelling to Coffs Harbour and 
Gloucester. We met John from 
Sherwood Cliffs who has given 
his life to building a drug rehab 
centre in the Coffs hinterland. 
He is a man of great faith, 
who has seen people freed 
from addiction by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Many have 
come to know Christ along the 
way. We also spent time with 
people from Coffs Harbour 

Baptist. They are doing amazing community 
projects throughout this regional town. 
Everyone began to understand a little more 
about what it’s like to serve at a regional, 
multicultural church. In Gloucester we did 
a workshop with a family who have given 
their lives to ‘creating a home for the 
spiritually homeless’. We heard in a very 

We see The 
Roadie as being 
an amazing way 
to give youth 
and young adults 
great insight into 
what regional 
ministry could 
look like for them

Fun times on the July Roadie Trip

Inspiring young 
people to join God’s 
mission field
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real way about the importance and 
urgency of rural ministry. We ran 
workshops with some people who 
have chosen to give their lives to 
rural ministry. In these workshops 
we unpacked some theology of 
calling, gifting and mission, as we 
encouraged the young people in our care to 
go and make disciples of all nations.

At our Soul Survivor Conference in April, 
we spoke to over 100 youth in Goulburn 
about the work of BCA in their area. We 
also interviewed BCA Field Staff Brian and 
Ali Champness who shared with us their 
heart for regional ministry. They told us why 
they followed the call of God to dive in to 
regional ministry and gave advice to those 
looking to take the next steps in ministry in 
their local area. It was an amazing evening 
to celebrate the work of BCA and the 
faithful BCA Field Staff that devote their 
lives to serving God across the country. Our 
continued prayer is that more young people 
hear and respond to the call to serve in less 
reached places of Australia.

We spoke to over 400 young people 
about BCA and The Roadie at the Soul 

Survivor Sydney Conference. We outlined 
some of the joys and challenges of doing 
ministry in less reached places of Australia. 
We encouraged them to think about  
what it would mean for them to give one 
or two years to regional ministry. We also 
invited them to join us on The Roadie to 
Coffs Harbour.

We look forward to the opportunity to 
explore the work of BCA with young people 
during our next Roadie in September. We 
appreciate your continued prayers and 
support. We will keep you updated as we 
continue to see the fruits of this partnership, 
by the grace of God, and all for His glory.

Jordan Gallagher
 facebook.com/theroadiensw

The Roadie team travelled in a mini 
bus to Coffs Harbour and Gloucester

Jordan (second from left) and the Roadie team

SPRING 2017 13



Reflections of a Regional Officer

Since I became Regional Officer for NSW/
ACT in 2014 I have seen the diverse 
relationships, challenges, opportunities, 
commitments and gifting needed to  
fulfil BCA’s mission of reaching Australia 
for Christ.

I met with the principal of a central 
school in the bush who told me how the 
community is beset with drugs and violence. 
Groups of young people wander the streets 
at night as it is often too unsafe for them 
to be at home. He affirmed how crucial 
the role of BCA school chaplain Alfrene 
Wright is, as she supports the whole school 
community. She offers students – a large 
proportion who are Indigenous – her love, 
support and care.

At Lightning Ridge in 2015 Gwen and 
I enjoyed rich fellowship with a group of 
BCA Nomads on mission. We sang, cooked 
breakfast for the campers, offered help 
to local farmers and talked about Jesus 
with those who travel Australia’s roads 

but haven’t yet found the 
narrow road that leads to 
true freedom in Him.

In 2017 I attended the 
NextGen Conference for 
young Christian leaders. 
Field Staff David Morgan 
shared candidly about 
the joys and struggles of 
growing a church in a hot, 
lonely town, thousands 
of kilometres from home 
as a mining downturn 
decimated the community 
and the church. I saw many 
young people come to talk 
with David, attracted by 
hearing that true ministry 
is not all about numbers 
or worldly success. True 

ministry is about authenticity, persistence 
and faithfulness, trusting that our labour in 
the Lord is never in vain.

I have attended bi-monthly meetings 
with the BCA Executive who take very 
seriously their God-given responsibility to 
build on the legacy of BCA and to further 
its mission into the future. Their prayerful 
discussions and wise decisions seek to 
support new evangelistic opportunities, care 
for Field Staff, and be good stewards of the 
resources God has entrusted to BCA.

I have been encouraged by the passion  
of my fellow Regional Officers for furthering 
the gospel and by their care of Field Staff in 
their region.

 I have been invited to speak about the 
work of BCA in many supportive churches 
of different colours, shapes and sizes, both 
rural and urban, across the five Dioceses of 
the NSW/ACT region. I have observed the 
amazing diversity of the body of Christ, but 
with the common commitment to partner 
with BCA to make the good news of Jesus 

Peter on the road in New South Wales
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Reflections of a Regional Officer

known across Australia. I have spoken 
with many older BCA supporters in these 
churches who for many years have been 
faithfully filling up their worn BCA money 
boxes. They’ve been praying for Field Staff 
and their families who they may not have  
met, but speak about with a familiarity 
borne of prayer.

One of the great joys of my role was 
meeting a young evangelist working in 
Mosman. He shared with me his passion to 
take the gospel to all those living in NSW 
west of the Great Dividing Range. In March 
this year, the dream commenced. James 
Daymond, with wife Brittany by his side, 
was commissioned by the Bishop of Bathurst 
The Rt Revd Ian Palmer as his evangelist. 
James, Brittany and those who accompany 
them visiting homes in the district have 
already found fields that are ‘ripe for  
the harvest’ and our partnership with 
Bathurst Diocese is strengthened as God’s 
kingdom grows.

Each of the BCA Field Staff I have had 

the pleasure to meet over the last few years 
are living proof that God has not changed. 
He still saves, transforms and calls people 
to follow, bearing the good news to those 
who so desperately 
need to hear it.

Perhaps as you 
read this, God 
may be prompting 
you to consider 
His call on your 
life? The gospel 
of the Lord Jesus 
is still the mighty 
power of God for 
the salvation of all 
who believe. May 
God’s glory, grace and compassion enable 
us to respond as Isaiah did: “Here am I Lord 
send me”.

Peter Adkins

True ministry is 
about authenticity, 
persistence and 
faithfulness, 
trusting that our 
labour in the Lord 
is never in vain

Peter’s NSW map with 
his Field Staff and a 
record of the places he’s 
visited during his term 
as Regional Officer
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A passion to tell people about Jesus

Daniel Faricy has a passion to tell 
people about Jesus. He got itchy 
feet soon after he graduated from 
The University Wollongong and 
joined the workforce. “I really 
wanted to tell people about Jesus 
full-time,” he says. “I had decided 
to go into ministry at university 
but wanted to save some money 
before starting theological study.”

Daniel and his wife Rebecca grew up 
in the Illawarra, south of Sydney, but 
had very different paths to faith.

Daniel became a Christian when he was 
15 years old. “I was challenged by a friend 
who asked: ‘Do you believe in God?’. When 
I replied no she simply asked: ‘Why not?’. 

She told me about 
the God of the 
Bible. Through 
reading the 
Bible myself and 
attending youth 
group, I learnt the 
good news of how 
Jesus died for me 
and I became  
a Christian.”

Rebecca grew 
up in a Christian family and went to a 
Christian school from Kindergarten to Year 
12. “You could say I led a bit of a sheltered 
life but it was great,” she says. ”I always 
had people around me who showed me the 
love of Jesus.”

The Faricys were married in 2006 and 
from the outset thought about mission work 
– particularly overseas mission. They had a 
change of heart after Daniel commenced 
his masters’ degree. “We wanted to do 
work that was mission focused but within 
Australia,” says Daniel. “We contacted Gary 
Nelson, the Bishop of North West Australia, 

and he talked to us about Kununurra. It was 
the beginning of journey that saw us go 
through the application process to become 
BCA Field Staff.”

Daniel, Rebecca and their daughters 
Rachael and Jessica moved to Kununurra in 
August. It was quite the change of climate 
as they’ve served at Wentworth Falls in the 
Blue Mountains for the past 4½ years.

“There is so much to look forward to 
as we settle into life in Kununurra,” says 
Rebecca. “We’re excited to get to know the 
people of St James’, partner with them in 
ministry and proclaim the name of Jesus. 
We’re also keen to hear their ideas about 
evangelism and how they want to see the 
church grow.”

The Faricys seek your prayers as they 
commence their term as BCA Field Staff. 
“We ask that Rachael and Jessica will cope 
with the change and settle into their new 
environment,” says Daniel. “Pray also for 
our parents back home as they will miss 
their grandchildren. And please pray for 
wisdom and good relationships that will 
help the kingdom grow into the future.”

Janine van den Tillaart

Please pray for 
wisdom and good 
relationships 
that will help the 
kingdom grow 
into the future

Daniel and Rebecca were commissioned at a service 
in mid-July in Wentworth Falls
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The month of June saw women gather in 
Karratha from across Western Australia 
(and as far afield as Wagga Wagga) for 
the annual Pilbara Women’s Conference.

BCA Field Staff Les and Jenny Gaulton 
are outstanding hosts – providing 
accommodation, cooking the most 
wonderful meals and introducing each 
session. This year they were ably assisted in 
the kitchen by BCA’s own Peter Caspersonn, 
who proved to be an expert dishwasher.

As the keynote speaker at this year’s 
conference I covered the topics: Beyond 
Indifference to Jesus, Belonging in a Christian 
Community, Belief in Jesus as saviour and 
What has love got to do with it?

My talks drew on Bible passages Luke 
10:25–41 and Matthew 
22:35–40, through 
which we learn about 
loving the Lord our God 
with all our heart, soul, 
strength and mind; and 
loving our neighbour 
as ourselves. I was also 
able to share stories 
from my research:
•  Leah was amazed that 

people would take their Bible seriously and 
would love God and their neighbours

•  Joy and Sally realised they belonged at 
church and found God’s love

•  Joe loved others so much that he made 
each church service precious for everyone 
who attended

•  May made a decisive decision to believe in 
Jesus and tell her parents about Him

•  Tom made his church and community a 
better place.

*All names from my research have been 
changed and the talks can be downloaded 
from kacc.org.au

In the two weeks leading up to the 
conference Mark and I 
visited all of BCA’s field 
locations in the Pilbara. 
The Pilbara is amazing 
with its gritty, textured, 
handsome views and 
wonderful people. 
From arrival we were 
surrounded by vibrant 
colours – reds, oranges, 
yellows and pinks. The 

comfort of colour and life was everywhere. 
Each time we stepped out of the car and 
into the warm embrace of the air, sun and 
land we were humbled by what our great 
God has created. The BCA family, friends 
(old and new), the landscape, the flowers 
– everything we saw in the Pilbara made us 
smile. Each person inspired us. It is worth 
visiting or moving to the Pilbara.

Monica Short

Loving God with 
all our heart, soul 
strength and mind

My talks drew on Bible passages 
Luke 10:25–41 and Matthew 22: 
35–40, through which we learn 
about loving the Lord our God 
with all our heart, soul, strength  
and mind

Monica speaks at the Pilbara Women’s 
Conference
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A song I learnt for children’s ministry 
many years ago comes to mind when 
sharing this story, it goes like this:

Peter and John went to pray; 
they met a lame man on the way. 
He asked for alms and held out his palms, 
and this is what Peter did say:

“Silver and gold have I none, 
but what I have I give you. 
In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”

He went walking and leaping and 
praising God, 
walking and leaping and praising God. 
“In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, rise up and walk.”

Jade’s story is not dissimilar to this song 
(based on Acts 3:1–10) in that she came  
to church looking for a hand out to 
purchase food.

Jade (not her real name) is well-known 

around town and has called upon many 
different welfare agencies and churches 
looking for help. She is a victim of domestic 
violence and has been in trouble with the 
law. She was a mother of five, but sadly 
one child died and the remaining four are 
no longer in her custody. She has though 
managed to maintain a relationship with 
her children. She also has had trouble with 
alcohol and drugs. In recent times most 
agencies have been reluctant to help her. All 
this makes for a sad tale.

Since arriving in Longreach, Susan and 
I have had sporadic interactions with Jade.
Recently she turned up at the church office 
looking for a food handout or money, 
none of which I had. With Peter and John’s 
encounter coming to the forefront of my 
mind I said to her: “Jade, I have no food 
or money to give you, but I do have Christ 
Jesus. Would you like to meet Him?” Her 
response was one of interest so I invited 

Silver and Gold have I none...

Peter and John speak to a lame man
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her into the office, rang Susan and asked 
her to join us. We then shared the love of 
Jesus with her. At the end I asked Jade if 
she would like to know Jesus and with tears 
in her eyes she said yes. I then led her in a 
prayer of commitment. She announced that 
if she was going to commit to Jesus she 
should commit to going to church. After 
attending to her immediate needs Susan 
arranged to pick her up for church the  
next Sunday.

To the surprise of her house mates  
Jade did join us for our Palm Sunday  
service. Since then she has attended one 
more service and one Wednesday night 
Bible Study.

Sadly, Jade’s life continues to be a 
struggle. Since that day she has continued 
to stay in contact with Susan, has 
become homeless and even stayed with 
us for a night. She is now living with her 
grandmother in another town and is close 

enough to visit a couple of her children. She 
continues to show interest in learning more 
about Jesus and is reading Christian novels 
given to her by Susan. Jade is also keen 
to take her children to church just like her 
grandmother did when she was a child.

We rejoice in the way God is working in 
her life and ask you to join us in praying for 
Jade as Christ leads her in this new life out 
of darkness into His glorious light.

Graeme Liersch
* Jade gave permission for this story to be shared.

Join us in praying for Jade as Christ 
leads her in this new life out of 
darkness into His glorious light

Silver and Gold have I none...

The lame man is healed
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In the winter 2017 edition of The Real Australian I wrote 
a brief article about how BCA uses your donations.

One specific area that I didn’t discuss was what BCA does with 
legacies and bequests.

We have been greatly blessed over the years as people 
remember BCA in their wills. We continue to be blessed in this 
way as each year we receive a significant amount of money in 
the form of bequests. We are grateful to God for the generosity 
of BCA supporters and their long-term commitment to reaching 
Australia for Christ.

Sometimes I am contacted by people wishing to leave a 
bequest. I recently heard from Mavis who advised that she had 
updated her will and that BCA was included. She said: “I have 
been involved with Bush Church Aid for about 60 years and I 
have been impressed with the great work that the BCA Field 
Staff do. The best thing I can do with part of my estate is to 
help that work continue.”

BCA has some very specific polices around how bequests are 
used so that they continue to have a lasting benefit and help 
ensure we go the distance.

Bequests are used in two ways; they are placed into long-
term investments or used to purchase long-term assets. The 
investments generate income which pays for things like office 
staff and administration costs. This frees up donation income 
to provide for Field Staff. Long-term assets (such as houses and 
offices) mean that our day-to-day operating costs are reduced 
as we don’t need to pay rent. This policy means that as much of 
supporters donation income as possible goes to making grants 

I have been 
involved with 
Bush Church Aid 
for about 60 years 
and I have been 
impressed with the 
great work that 
the BCA Field Staff 
do. The best thing 
I can do with part 
of my estate is 
to help that work 
continue

Bequests and Legacies that  
Go the Distance
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Position Vacant – Dusty Boots Coordinators
With the retirement of Rob and Jenny Stubbs and Beth Hazell BCA is seeking to 
recruit a new volunteer team to coordinate and grow our Dusty Boots Ministry.

If you are a mature Christian with experience in secondary education and a 
heart to see young people connect with opportunities to serve in the Australian 

bush please contact BCA National Director Mark Short to see if God may be 
calling you into this ministry. 

mark.short@bushchurchaid.com.au

for Field Staff placements.
There are a number of different ways 

that people leave gifts to BCA including:
• A specific amount of money
•  A percentage of the residual of an estate 

after other specific gifts
• A particular asset
• Their whole estate

BCA does not use bequests to directly 
fund annual running costs or Field Staff 
grants. This is the case regardless of 
how large or small the bequest is. Some 
supporters leave a proportion of a property 
or a proportion of their estate; sometimes 
they leave just a few dollars. These are 
all dealt with in the same way and are 
preserved for the long-term support of BCA. 
There are occasions when a bequest has 

a specific request or direction. We seek to 
fulfil those requests while also maintain our 
priorities and focus.

I thank my God every time I remember 
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy because of your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of this, that He who began 
a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1: 3–6

If you have any questions about how we 
use bequests, or you want to know how to 
include a bequest in your will, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me on 02 9262 5017 or 
via greg.bridge@bushchurchaid.com.au

Greg Bridge

Bequests and Legacies that  
Go the Distance
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BCA Field Staff James and Brittany 
Daymond have been on the ground 
in Narromine for more than six 
months. Their evangelistic ministry 
sees them reach out and connect 
with people in the Parish of 
Narromine and Trangie. They are 
visiting locals and sharing  
the gospel.

We have two stories from our visits 
in the district of Narromine we would 
like to share that involve God’s grace 
transforming lives.

We met a lady who asked us into 
her backyard and we were able to 
talk about God. She thought that you 
need to be good to get into heaven. 
We shared the gospel emphasising 
how it is by grace through faith that 
we are saved. We spoke about our 
sinfulness, God’s forgiveness, and 
eternal life. She recognised that 
she is a sinner and wanted to be 
forgiven. We prayed with her asking 
for forgiveness from God and she 
walked with us to our car parked 
about 50–100 metres away so that 
she could get a hold of a Bible!

We met another lady who 
welcomed us into her home. We 
got to know about her life and then God led us to speak about 
Him. We asked what she thought about God and the church 
and then we asked: “Where does Jesus fit in?” She said: “I’ve 
always wondered about that.” It was great to then explain the 
gospel emphasising the assurance of salvation that we can have. 
We gave her a copy of The Aussie Bible and she looks forward to 
reading it with us.

Please pray that these ladies will have their minds increasingly 
opened to God’s amazing grace.

James & Brittany Daymond

Please pray that 
these ladies will 
have their minds 
increasingly 
opened to God’s 
amazing grace

James and Brittany Daymond, BCA Field Staff 
Narromine

James, Brittany and some friends at a prayer 
meeting by the Macquarie River

God’s grace in transforming lives
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Last chance to apply for 
the 2018 April Bottom 
Scholarship

Previous Winners

Jordi Fusi Brett Bonsellar Ellie ChrisakisHayley Lawrence

This scholarship, maintained by BCA on behalf of the late 
April Bottom’s family, is designed to help someone who 
is looking to undertake study away from home but can’t 
afford to do so. This year $11,500 will be awarded to a 
student who needs to move away from the Parish of Broken 
Hill and the Far West region to achieve their potential.

To be eligible for the 2018 April Bottom Scholarship you must:
• Be a resident of the Parish of Broken Hill and the Far West
• Undertake study outside the Parish in 2018
•  Submit your completed application by the closing date and 

have it verified by your parents/carers
•  Provide academic records from the previous year and any 

information to support your application including club 
memberships, sporting or academic achievements.

The winner of the 2018 Scholarship will be notified in mid-
October 2017 and the amount of $11,500 will go towards their 
tuition fees/boarding fees/text books etc. as they commence their 
studies in 2018.

If you know someone who would benefit from the April 
Bottom Scholarship or you are interested in obtaining further 
information please email BCA’s Chief Operating Officer 
greg.bridge@bushchurchaid.com.au or phone the BCA National 
Office on 02 9262 5017. Applications close 15 September 2017.

$11,500 will be 
awarded to a 
student who needs 
to move away 
from the Parish of 
Broken Hill and the 
Far West region 
to achieve their 
potential

The late April Bottom
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The Alexanders

I have served BCA on the National 
Council for about eight years now. It is 
hard to fit it into a very busy schedule: 
working full time, Christian ministry 
and training, and caring for my family. 
But it is so worth it!

Once a quarter our National Executive 
meet to discuss the mission of the Church 
and BCA’s role in ‘Reaching Australia for 
Christ’. We are constantly hearing reports 
of how our Field Staff are creatively 
sharing the Scriptures with people in their 
communities. Our Field Staff know that 
faith is only born in people by the spirit of 
God bringing the grace of God to people’s 
hearts. We have reports of them using 
many and various means to share what 
Christ has done so that people might put 
their faith in Him.

Many of our Field Staff live in 
communities with few Christians to offer 
them encouragement in their work. They 
depend on Christ for encouragement 

and turn to the Scriptures for comfort. I know when we lived 
in the small community of Mount Magnet in Western Australia 
we depended very much on the Spirit of God to encourage us 
continually as we brought the gospel to people in need of salvation.

It is easy in these circumstances to become distracted by the 
frustrations caused by distance, loneliness, discouragement and  
people’s rejection of Christ, but the Scriptures clearly teach us to 
keep focused on the task. As members of the Executive we do all 
we can to reduce the amount of frustrations and distractions our 
Field Staff face so that they can remain focused on bringing glory to 
God alone in all the details of their lives.

First and foremost we want our Field Staff to be encouraging 
people to depend on Scripture alone. They tell us what Christ alone 
has done for us so that we may put our faith in Him alone; to the 
glory of God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. As a member of  
the Council I too am called to depend on God and live and work to 
His glory.

Mellita Bate

Councillor’s Column
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WELCOME
Daniel & Rebecca Faricy together with  
their children Rachael and Jessica have  
taken on the role of Field Staff in the Parish 
of Kununurra.

CONGRATULATIONS
Christian Fellowship Tours have been 
running tours in conjunction with BCA for 
40 years! The first tour went out to the 
Flinders Ranges via Broken Hill.  
The latest tour in July took 45 people 
through New South Wales and up to 
outback Queensland.

FAREWELL
The Revd Peter Adkins completes his term 
as BCA’s NSW/ACT Regional Officer in 
September. Peter and his wife Gwen are 
currently on long service leave. Peter will 
commence as the Rector of the Parish of 
Bulahdelah/Tea Gardens in the Newcastle 
Diocese in early November 2017.

VALE
The Revd Geoffrey Hayles 
(17 July 1930 – 15 April 
2017) was a faithful 
servant of the Lord who 
served with BCA in the 
Parish of Derby/Broome 
from 1983–1984 He is 
survived by his children 
Mark, Ruth, Mary, 
Rachel, Peter and Simon.

The Revd Adrian Roberts Moore  
(17 June 1940 – 7 July 2017) together 
with his wife Willemien served with BCA in 
North West Australia the 1980s. They were 
in Paraburdoo, Tom Price and Wittenoom 
from 1980 to 1982 and then Port Hedland 
from 1983 to 1988. Adrian is survived by 
Willemien, children Stephen, Marika and 
their families.
Doris ‘Dot’ Flora Smith 
(1917–2017) passed 
away two days shy of 
her 100th birthday. 
Dot was secretary 
to the BCA National 
Director (then known 
as Federal Secretary) 
for 12 years from 
April 1970 to July 1982. She was the much 
loved aunt of five nieces, one nephew and 
their families.

Post & Rails

SPRING 2017 25



Phil Bassett and his wife Margaret 
served with BCA as Field Staff in Mount 
Magnet, Western Australia from 1990–
1996. They cared for the districts of 
Mount Magnet, Cue, Meekatharra, Yalgoo 
and Sandstone. Phil wrote the following 
article on the trials and tribulations of 
working in a mining community for The 
Real Australian in 1993.

Colleen, Paul, Jay, John, Margaret, David, 
Barbara, Wayne, Sue, Michael, Susan, Bob, 
Sandy, Roy…and the list goes on and on. 
All people who have been members of our 
churches here in the Murchison Parish in 
North West Australia at some time in the 
last three years but have now moved on.

They are mine workers who have dug 
their share of gold and have now moved 
on to other mines in other places; council 
workers who have moved to other councils; 
school teachers who have done their few 
years of country service and have now 
transferred back to the city; bank staff 
who’ve gone elsewhere to count other 
people’s money; station managers who now 
manage other stations.

They are electricians, plumbers, 
geologists, metallurgists, station hands, 
Flying Doctor pilots, nurses plus of course 
their wives, husbands and children.

Outback Australia has been called 
the “changeless land.” The land may be 
changeless but the people are constantly 
changing. 50 per cent annual staff turnover 
in the local mine is considered stable. 
200 per cent is not exceptional. The most 
common truck is a removal van.

People will tell you that they expect 
to move on at the end of the year and 
suddenly they’re gone by the end of the 
month, or even the week. Back to Perth, 
back down south, back east, back to New 
Zealand, England, Canada, Germany, back 

to wherever they came from or on to 
wherever the wanderlust takes them next. 
Only the country is changeless.

Christians come to town, seek out the 
church, join the congregation, come to Bible 
Study, then move on. We see the numbers 
dwindling so we pray and step up our 
efforts of evangelism, we get a couple of 
new families, they come for a while then 
they too are gone.

A phone call at Christmas “We’ve found 
a lovely church in Perth” or “the AOG 
minister in Geraldton would like to meet 
you. So many of his congregation have been 
members of your church.”

The people we build up in our churches 
here in the Murchison are definitely not the 
future of the churches in our parish. We 

From the Archives

Mt Magnet where the Bassetts served 
with BCA
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From the Archives

are building for the future of the Anglicans 
in Armadale, the AOG’s in Geraldton, the 
Baptists in Bunbury, the Church of Christ in 
Christchurch, the Salvos in Sydney and the 
Kingdom of our God.

Some keep in touch by phone, letter 
or card. Some send money, some still pray, 
some encourage the churches where they 
are now to support us. A few have gone 
and come back.

Home is never here. Here is only work. 
Here is as permanent as the work which 
is as ephemeral as smoke. The gold price 
goes up, mining activity goes up, the town 
population goes up, church attendance goes 
up. The gold price goes down and so does 
everything else.

You walk into church on a Sunday 

curious to see who has left this week. 
Maybe there’s someone new. The phone 
rings and there goes your last regular family 
at Yalgoo. A note under the door when you 
get home from holidays and there goes your 
last family at Meekatharra. Out of four new 
families at Cue since Christmas, one has 
already left.

Is it all worth it? On a cost effectiveness 
basis, definitely not. If we were here to 
make money we would have shut up shop 
like the Chinese restaurant has done twice 
since we came. On a church growth basis 
we’re flogging a dead horse. If we move 

with the movers 
we would have 
moved back to 
Mandurah or 
Melbourne or 
back to the Blue 
Mountains. If 
we wanted a 
thriving, growing 
congregation, we 
should have stayed 
in Ambarvale.

But if all the people who have sat under 
our ministry in the last three years came 
back to Mount Magnet for a reunion, there 
wouldn’t be a hall in town big enough to 
hold them. We don’t have them for long 
but while we’ve got them we give them 
what we’ve got. The words of life from our 
Saviour Jesus Christ.

We’ve seen people converted, people 
encouraged to active Christian service, 
people helped in their personal lives. Is it 
worth it? It sure is and if you keep praying 
and sending, we’ll keep praying and 
spending and while others are digging up 
treasure out of the ground we’ll keep laying 
up treasure in heaven.

Phil Bassett

While others 
are digging up 
treasure out of the 
ground we’ll keep 
laying up treasure 
in heaven
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Order for Christmas

Newcastle Pudding Lady Traditional Christmas Pudding  
Suitable for microwave

BBCA 312B 500g Pudding $30  BBCA 313B 1kg Pudding $45
 

Christmas Puddings

Christmas Cards

Newcastle Pudding Lady Plum  
Pudding Log  
Wrapped in calico and suitable for 
diabetics/coeliacs in controlled portions; gluten free

BBCA 314B 500g $32 

Newcastle Pudding Lady Christmas Cake 

BBCA 315B

700g Cake $40 

BBCA 016B   2016 Designs 

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $5/pack or $4.50 for 3 or more

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THURSDAY 7 DECEMBER 2017
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Order for Christmas

BBCA 017B  New Designs for 2017

Pack of 6 – 2 each of 3 designs $5/pack or $4.50/pack for 3 or more

Christmas Cards

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THURSDAY 7 DECEMBER 2017

 BCA 018  Banjo Bilby  $15
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Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. We can also include a gift card should 

you wish.

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

Merchandise Order Form

BCA Code Description Qty $ Total

Sub-Total

Delivery $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:
 Cheque/Money Order         Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Credit card number

 Expires on ________________Signature _________________________________
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Donation Form
Yes, I would like to help share the gospel and provide care to isolated 
families across Australia.

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

  Please tick here if you need a tax deduction

 (Donations to tax deductible funds cannot be used for general gospel ministry.)

 I would like to give by:

 Cheque/Money Order         Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________

 
 Credit card number

 Expires on _______________ Signature __________________________________

Other ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference (or, for anonymous donations, the reference ANON followed 

by the first letter of your State).  

 

My details

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

I would like to receive:
  The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

BILLER CODE

88203
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